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Oct. 18, 1994
UM WINS NEH GRANT TO HOST SUMMER INSTITUTE ON WAR IN ASIA
MISSOULA College professors from across the nation will gather at The University of Montana next
summer to examine the impact of warfare on American-East Asian relations, thanks to a $182,613
National Endowment for the Humanities grant.
UM ’s Maureen and Mike Mansfield Center will use the NEH grant to host a summer
institute, "American Wars in Asia: A Cultural Approach." Twenty-five U.S. professors will be
accepted into the institute, scheduled from June 19 to July 30.
UM was one of 18 U.S. universities selected to host NEH summer institutes in 1995,
Mansfield Center Acting Director Philip West said. The Mansfield Center was assisted in the grant
competition by strong support from U.S. Rep. Pat Williams and former U.S. Ambassador to Japan
Mike Mansfield, for whom the center is named, West said.
Commenting on the upcoming institute at UM, Williams said, "In war and peace, America’s
ties to Asia have been many and long."
"I’m delighted The University of Montana has been selected to explore that special
relationship," he said.
The six-week institute will focus on the impact of war on those who live through it, with
sections on World War II in the Pacific, the Korean War and the Vietnam War.
"We’ll be looking at the human dimensions of war, not emphasizing the diplomatic aspects,"
West said. "We will look at such questions as: How do people remember the war? How do they
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feel about it? How is war perceived on the other side of the Pacific?"
The institute aims to increase understanding of East Asian experience by providing
information and insights to professors, who will communicate that understanding to their students,
West said. Ultimately, he said, the effort may help improve American-East Asian relations,
because it is easier to work with people when you understand them.
"The experience of war is of paramount importance because the core value of peoples, their
contested sense of national identity, and their feelings of self-worth are all tested in the crucible of
war," West said in the NEH grant proposal. "Studying these wars, therefore, offers participants in
the institute an opportunity to develop skills in understanding history from divergent points of view
and increasing their cross-cultural sensitivity."
With emphases on Japan, Korea and Vietnam, the institute is a particularly fitting project for
the Mansfield Center, W est said, noting, "This project, as much as any we have undertaken,
represents the career of Mike Mansfield."
Mansfield was the U.S. ambassador to Japan from 1977-1989; he served as Senate majority
leader during the Vietnam War; and his first published work on Asia, his UM master’s thesis,
focused on American-Korean relations.
Institute faculty will include leading international experts on varied aspects of U.S.-East
Asia relations. West will co-direct the program with Stephen I. Levine, director of the Joint
University of North Carolina-Duke Center in Slavic, Eurasian and East European Studies.
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